
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MEDIA ALERT 

TO    : ALL MEDIA 

DATE    : 12 JANUARY 2015 

ATTENTION   : NEWS EDITORS/REPORTERS AND PR WIRE 

MEC MCHUNU CALLS FOR PEACEFUL PROTEST ON THE R66, NORTH OF 

KWAZULU-NATAL 

KWAZULU-Natal MEC for Transport, Community Safety and Liaison, Mr Willies 

Mchunu, has noted with great concerns the violence that accompanied this 

morning’s service delivery protest on the R66 between Gingindlovu and Eshowe, 

north of KwaZulu-Natal. 

Mchunu learnt with disappointment that earlier this morning, a number of community 

members demanding better service delivery, barricaded the roads with burning tyres 

and rocks, forcing motorists to find alternative routes. 

Reports also indicate that several cars were pelted with stones. 

“I am extremely disappointed that this protest has turned violent. Barricading 

roads with tyres and rocks and pelting motorists are acts of criminality that 

should be totally condemned,” Mchunu said today (Monday, 12 January 2015). 

He reiterated government’s stance while it respected the Constitutional rights of the 

people to amalgamate and protest, such protests should be conducted peacefully 

and within the ambit of the law. 



Mchunu condemned the violence that accompanied the protest, saying that the 

barricading of busy roads would have a detrimental knock on motorists and the 

province’s economy.  

He urged the residents to observe restraint and resort to peaceful engagements with 

authorities with a view of finding a lasting solution.  

“I appeal to residents to resort to peaceful protests and refrain from acts of 

criminality which do not conform to the boundaries of the law.  Barricading 

roads with rocks, hurling torched tyres on the roads and pelting motorists with 

stones is totally unacceptable,” said Mchunu. 

“We urge the protesters and the concerned stakeholders to meet and work 

towards the realisation of an amicable and peaceful resolution,” he said. 

Mchunu also welcomed the news that at least two people were arrested and charged 

with public violence. He urged the leaders of protest to engage in a meaningful 

discussion with a view of resolving their concerns amicably. 
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